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Longman Dictionary Contemporary
English 6th Edition

longman dictionary contemporary english 6th edition is a renowned reference tool widely
used by students, educators, writers, and language enthusiasts worldwide. Celebrated for its
comprehensive coverage of contemporary English language usage, this edition offers an
invaluable resource for understanding modern vocabulary, idioms, and language trends.
Whether you're a learner seeking to expand your vocabulary, a teacher preparing lesson plans,
or a professional needing precise definitions, the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English
6th Edition stands out as a trusted and authoritative source. In this article, we will explore the
features, benefits, and key aspects of this dictionary, emphasizing why it remains a top choice
for millions of users globally.

Overview of the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition

What is the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English?

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (LDOCE) is a learner's dictionary designed to
provide clear, concise, and accurate definitions of English words as they are used today. The 6th
edition, released in 2003, builds upon decades of lexicographical expertise, integrating modern
language usage with comprehensive lexical information.

Key Features of the 6th Edition

- Updated Vocabulary: Incorporates thousands of new words, phrasal verbs, and idioms
reflective of current language trends. - Clear Definitions: Uses a controlled vocabulary to ensure
definitions are simple and easy to understand. - Example Sentences: Provides real-life example
sentences to illustrate word usage. - Frequency Information: Indicates how often words are used
in English, helping learners prioritize vocabulary. - Grammar and Usage Notes: Offers guidance
on grammatical patterns and common mistakes. - Design and Layout: Features user-friendly
formatting with color-coded entries and clear headings for quick reference.

Why Choose the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition?

1. Focus on Contemporary Usage

The 6th edition emphasizes current language usage, making it especially relevant for learners
who want to communicate effectively in today's English-speaking environments. It captures new
trends, slang, and idiomatic expressions that have emerged in the 21st century.



2. Learner-Friendly Approach

Unlike traditional dictionaries that may use complex language, LDOCE 6th edition is designed
with learners in mind. Its definitions are simplified without sacrificing accuracy, making it
accessible to learners at various levels.

3. Rich Multimedia and Digital Resources

While primarily a print dictionary, the 6th edition complements its content with online
resources, including: - Audio pronunciations - Interactive exercises - Vocabulary building tools

4. Extensive Coverage of Vocabulary

With over 230,000 words, phrases, and meanings, the dictionary covers a broad spectrum of
the English language, from common words to specialized terminology.

In-Depth Features of the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th Edition

Comprehensive Definitions

The dictionary provides precise, concise definitions that are easy to understand. Each entry
includes: - Part of speech - Common collocations - Usage notes - Related words and derivatives

Example Sentences and Contextual Usage

One of the standout features of LDOCE 6th edition is its extensive use of example sentences.
These sentences help users grasp how words are used naturally in context, improving both
comprehension and speaking skills.

Frequency and Priority Indicators

This edition uses symbols and labels to indicate: - How frequently a word is used - Its
importance for learners - Commonly confused words

Thesaurus and Synonyms

The dictionary also includes a built-in thesaurus, helping users find synonyms and understand
subtle differences in meaning.

Grammar and Usage Guidance

Helpful notes on: - Verb patterns - Prepositions - Collocations - Common grammatical errors
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How the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English
6th Edition Supports Language Learners

Vocabulary Building

Learners can enhance their vocabulary by exploring: - New words and phrases - Collocations -
Idiomatic expressions - Synonyms and antonyms

Improving Pronunciation

Audio pronunciations available online aid in mastering correct pronunciation, which is crucial for
effective communication.

Developing Writing and Speaking Skills

The example sentences and usage notes serve as practical guides for constructing accurate
sentences and engaging in natural conversations.

Supporting Exam Preparation

The dictionary's focus on contemporary language makes it an excellent resource for preparing
for language proficiency exams such as IELTS, TOEFL, and Cambridge exams.

Digital and Online Resources for Longman Dictionary
6th Edition

Online Access and Mobile Apps

In addition to the print edition, users can access the dictionary via: - Longman Dictionary
website - Mobile applications compatible with iOS and Android devices

Features of Digital Versions

- Audio pronunciations - Search history - Bookmarking favorite entries - Customizable learning
plans

Integration with Educational Platforms

Many educational institutions integrate Longman Dictionary resources into their e-learning
platforms, enhancing classroom instruction and self-study.

Comparison with Other Learner Dictionaries

While numerous dictionaries cater to learners, Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th
edition maintains a competitive edge through: - Its focus on real-world, contemporary language



- User-friendly design - Rich multimedia support - Up-to-date vocabulary Some notable
competitors include Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary and Collins COBUILD, but LDOCE 6th
edition's emphasis on usage and frequency data sets it apart.

How to Make the Most of the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th Edition

Effective Study Tips

- Use the dictionary regularly to explore new vocabulary. - Pay attention to example sentences
for contextual understanding. - Utilize online audio for pronunciation practice. - Take note of
frequency indicators to prioritize learning high-use words. - Use the thesaurus feature to expand
your vocabulary.

Incorporating the Dictionary into Daily Practice

- Set daily or weekly vocabulary goals. - Create flashcards with words and definitions. - Practice
pronunciation with audio features. - Use the dictionary as a reference when writing or speaking.

Conclusion: Why the Longman Dictionary Contemporary
English 6th Edition Remains a Top Choice

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition continues to be an essential
resource for learners seeking to navigate the complexities of modern English. Its combination of
clear definitions, real-life examples, contemporary vocabulary, and multimedia support makes it
an invaluable tool for language acquisition and mastery. Whether accessed in print or digitally,
this dictionary empowers users to build confidence, improve their language skills, and
communicate effectively in today's globalized world. Meta Keywords: Longman Dictionary
Contemporary English 6th Edition, LDOCE 6th edition, learner's dictionary, English vocabulary,
language learning resources, contemporary English, dictionary reviews, English definitions,
vocabulary building tools, online dictionary, pronunciation guide

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition: A Comprehensive Overview for
Modern Learners Introduction Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition
stands as a quintessential resource for students, educators, writers, and language enthusiasts
seeking a reliable and contemporary reference for the English language. Launched as the latest
iteration of Longman’s renowned lexicographical tradition, this edition reflects the dynamic
nature of modern English, incorporating updated vocabulary, usage notes, and user-friendly
features designed to facilitate effective language learning and comprehension. In this article, we
delve into the core aspects of this dictionary, exploring its features, significance, and how it
caters to the needs of today’s global English speakers. The Evolution of Longman Dictionaries A
Brief History Longman, founded in 1724, has a long-standing reputation for producing
authoritative and accessible dictionaries tailored for learners of English. Over the centuries, the
publisher has prioritized clarity, practicality, and user engagement, culminating in the release of
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the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (LDOCE). The 6th edition, published in recent
years, signifies a culmination of decades of linguistic research and pedagogical innovation. The
Need for a Modern Update Language is ever-evolving, influenced by technological advances,
cultural shifts, and global communication. Recognizing this, Longman continually updates its
dictionaries to mirror current usage, slang, neologisms, and idiomatic expressions. The 6th
edition exemplifies this commitment, ensuring users access the most relevant and accurate
information. Core Features of the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition 1.
Up-to-Date Vocabulary One of the hallmark features of the 6th edition is its extensive and
current vocabulary database. It includes: - New Words and Phrases: Words like
“cryptocurrency,” “viral,” “selfie,” and “blockchain” are incorporated, reflecting their
prominence in modern discourse. - Slang and Informal Language: Recognizing the importance of
colloquial expressions, the dictionary provides guidance on informal usages common among
young people and online communities. - Technical and Academic Terms: As English is a global
lingua franca, the dictionary covers specialized terminology used in science, technology,
business, and academia. 2. Clear Definitions and Usage Guidance The dictionary emphasizes
clarity, offering: - Concise Definitions: Each word is explained in simple, straightforward
language suitable for learners at various levels. - Contextual Examples: Hundreds of example
sentences illustrate how words are used naturally in speech and writing. - Usage Notes: Special
annotations highlight common errors, differences between similar words, or nuances in
meaning. 3. Frequency and Collocation Information Understanding how often a word is used and
with which words it commonly collocates is vital for language mastery. The 6th edition provides:
- Frequency Labels: Marking words as “common” or “rare” helps learners prioritize vocabulary. -
Collocation Boxes: Highlighting typical word pairings (e.g., “make a decision,” “heavy rain”) to
improve natural language production. 4. User-Friendly Layout and Design Practical design
choices enhance usability: - Headword Formatting: Bold and large fonts make entries easy to
locate. - Color Coding: Different colors distinguish parts of speech, pronunciation, and usage
notes. - Icons and Symbols: Visual cues indicate pronunciation guides, register
(formal/informal), and more. Digital Integration and Accessibility Online and App Versions
Recognizing the shift toward digital learning, Longman has integrated its dictionary into
accessible online platforms and mobile applications. The 6th edition’s digital version offers: -
Search Functionality: Quick look-up with predictive typing. - Audio Pronunciations: Native
speaker recordings provide accurate pronunciation guidance. - Interactive Features: Quizzes,
vocabulary exercises, and personalized learning plans. Compatibility with Language Learning
Tools The digital resources are compatible with popular language learning apps and platforms,
making it easier for learners to incorporate the dictionary into their daily study routines.
Educational and Pedagogical Value For Students and Teachers The dictionary is designed to be
an educational ally: - Exam Preparation: Provides vocabulary tailored for language proficiency
tests like IELTS, TOEFL, and Cambridge exams. - Learning Support: Clear definitions and
example sentences support independent learning and classroom instruction. - Teaching
Resources: Supplementary materials and teacher guides are often available to maximize
pedagogical effectiveness. For Writers and Professionals Beyond learners, the dictionary is
invaluable for writers, editors, and professionals needing precise language guidance: - Avoiding
Ambiguity: Clear distinctions between commonly confused words. - Stylistic Suggestions:
Recommendations on formal, informal, or neutral usage. Comparing Longman Dictionary 6th



Edition with Other Dictionaries Strengths - Learner-Centric Approach: Unlike unabridged or
comprehensive dictionaries, Longman prioritizes clarity and user engagement, making complex
concepts accessible. - Current Vocabulary: Regular updates ensure coverage of contemporary
language. - Collocation and Usage Focus: Emphasizes natural language patterns, essential for
fluency. Limitations - Depth of Entries: Compared to scholarly dictionaries like Oxford or Collins,
it may offer less exhaustive etymological information. - Specialized Vocabulary: Less focused on
niche academic or technical fields lacking in depth for advanced users. Why the 6th Edition
Matters Today Keeping Pace with the Language In an era of rapid linguistic change driven by
social media, digital communication, and globalization, the 6th edition’s updated content
ensures users stay current with evolving language trends. Supporting Multilingual and
International Learners As English becomes more globalized, learners from diverse linguistic
backgrounds rely on accessible, comprehensive resources. The dictionary’s clear definitions and
practical examples facilitate cross-cultural understanding. Enhancing Digital Literacy Its digital
features promote not just vocabulary acquisition but also digital literacy skills, such as
navigating online resources and understanding multimedia pronunciation. Final Thoughts The
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th Edition exemplifies a modern lexicographical
tool crafted to meet the needs of today’s diverse English language users. Its balance of updated
vocabulary, user-friendly design, and digital integration makes it an essential resource for
learners, educators, and professionals alike. As language continues to evolve, resources like this
ensure users remain connected to the living, breathing nature of English, empowering them to
communicate with confidence and clarity. Whether used as a classroom aid, a self-study
companion, or a professional reference, the 6th edition of the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English stands as a testament to Longman’s commitment to accessible, relevant,
and practical language guidance in the 21st century.

Questions & Answers About longman dictionary
contemporary english 6th edition

N
o

Question Answer

1 What are the main features of
the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th
Edition?

The Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English 6th
Edition offers clear definitions using a controlled
vocabulary, example sentences for context,
pronunciation guides, and usage notes to help learners
understand and use English effectively.

2 Is the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th
Edition suitable for ESL
learners?

Yes, it is specifically designed for ESL learners,
providing simple, clear definitions and helpful example
sentences to facilitate language learning and
comprehension.

3 Does the 6th edition of the
Longman Dictionary include
online or digital resources?

Yes, the 6th edition is available with online access
through the Longman Dictionary of Contemporary
English website and app, offering additional features
like audio pronunciation, quizzes, and search functions.
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4 How does the Longman
Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition differ from
other English dictionaries?

It focuses on contemporary language usage, includes
up-to-date vocabulary, and provides learner-friendly
definitions with context-rich example sentences,
making it ideal for students and intermediate learners.

5 Can I use the Longman
Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition for
academic writing?

Yes, it is a reliable resource for academic writing,
offering precise definitions and usage notes that help
users understand formal and informal language
contexts.

6 What size is the Longman
Dictionary of Contemporary
English 6th Edition, and is it
portable?

The dictionary is available in both print and digital
formats, with the print edition being a compact,
portable book suitable for students and travelers.

7 Are there pronunciation guides
in the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th
Edition?

Yes, it provides phonetic transcriptions and audio
pronunciation for most entries to help users learn
correct pronunciation.

8 Does the 6th edition include
idioms and phrasal verbs?

Yes, it features a comprehensive section on idioms,
phrasal verbs, and common expressions to enhance
understanding of natural English usage.

9 Is the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English 6th
Edition suitable for self-study?

Absolutely, it is user-friendly with clear definitions,
examples, and digital resources that support
independent learning and vocabulary building.

Longman Dictionary, Contemporary English, 6th Edition, learner's dictionary, English language,
vocabulary, pronunciation, definitions, language reference, study guide, language learning
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